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Individual programs & community strategies 

• Evidence based curriculum for middle school students 

• Evidence based programs for parents 

• Social marketing & parent education 

• Prevention clubs at schools 

• Media advocacy 

• Advocacy 

• Alcohol policy 

• Prescription drug policy 

• Marijuana policy 
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Media interviews 

If only media interviews were like this! 

 

 

Who will forget this? 

 

 

Hopefully, they will never be like this. 

 

 

http://youtu.be/qQgXEkL3NV4?t=33s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7UPXzHShpc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQTwGO047E8
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Prevention WINS 

 

Media relations preparation 

PreventionWorksInSeattle.org  

• Primary purpose 

• Developed by PR professional 

• Reporters visit website & blog 

 

Local data easy to find and understand 

• Website & blog 

• Coalition members 
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Prevention WINS 

 

Media & coalition members 

Coalition members have different strengths 

• Carolyn, Rob: parenting 

• Kipp: law enforcement (approval needed from SPD) 

• RADD: teens 

• Gary: treatment, advocacy 

• Lisa, Amy, Jill: schools 

 

Provide talking points, stay on point 

 

Impressions often more important than content 



Adolescent Medicine 

Example: Roosevelt High School, March 2014 

Letter to Roosevelt 

High School parents 

from the principal 

about an increase in 

number of students 

under the influence/in 

possession at school. 

 

“Leaked” to media. 
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Example: Roosevelt High School, March 2014 

 

Preparation 

• Blog post about the problem 

• Coalition members 

• All members received letter 

• Provided with main message and talking points 

• Long-term members well-versed 

• Change in culture: OK to talk about drug problem 

• Coordinator provides media with background information 

• Children’s Hospital media department screening 

http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/2014/03/how-to-address-increase-in-students.html
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Seattle Times 
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KING 5 

http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html 

http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html
http://www.king5.com/news/cities/seattle/Roosevelt-student-drug-abuse-251475541.html


Adolescent Medicine 

Example: Roosevelt High School, March 2014 

 

KPLU 

http://kplu.org/post/seattle-public-schools-spike-

marijuana-use-not-just-seen-roosevelt-high 
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Example: Roosevelt High School, March 2014 

 

Seattle PI 
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Example: Roosevelt High School, March 2014 

 

Follow-up 

Short debrief during May coalition meeting 

• Parent experience 

• Media expert advice:  

• Don’t let the media control you – you control the message! 

• Cohesive message & talking points 

• Others willing to talk to media if you do not 

 

Blog posts: 

• Links to media stories 

• Additional information about the problem 

• Correcting misperceptions 

http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/2014_03_01_archive.html
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/2014/03/why-increase-in-teen-drug-use-in-ne.html
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/2014/03/how-to-address-increase-in-students.html
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Example: Pot party at Seattle Center, December 2013  

 

What happened . . .  

• LEAH seminar about community-based prevention 

 

• Emails with Children’s doctors, SDRG researchers 

 

• Email to Seattle Center staff and board members 

 

• Leaked to media who contacted Children’s 

 

• Shared by ? with organizer/journalist 
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Example: Pot party at Seattle Center, December 2013 

 

The result . . .  

http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/pot-party-pushback/nb4sY/ 
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Media outreach: Pro-active & reactive 

Stories pitched by media experts 

• First Town Hall Meeting (coalition media rep) 

• Reduction in underage drinking rates (coalition media rep) 

• Release of underage drinking film (Seattle Children’s Hospital) 

• King County medicine return program (BOH pro-bono media 

consultant) 

 

Published opinion pieces 

• Minimum legal drinking age (coordinator) 

• Pot party (co-chair) 

 

http://www.king5.com/news/education/Underage-drinking-drops-in-NE-Seattle-schools-131496993.html
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Media outreach: Pro-active & reactive 

Stories “leaked” by community 

members 

• Parent pledge 

• Liquor Control Board investigating 

mini-mart 

• Pot party at Seattle Center 

• Roosevelt principal’s letter 

 

Media looking for experts 

• Almost all stories featuring Leslie 

• Anna’s story 
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A few things about working with Children’s Hospital  
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Children’s Hospital’s social media 

 

Blogs, Facebook, YouTube, Twitter 

 146 “likes”, 24 shares 
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Lessons learned 

• Most people don’t know what prevention really is 

• Media 

• Sector leaders 

• Parents 

• Grantee 

 

• Know local data, talk about local issues/what you know 

and observe 

 

 



Adolescent Medicine 

Lessons learned 

• Your coalition will tell the same story repeatedly, for 

years 

 

• Sometimes, messages are mis-communicated 

• “Only 30% of our sophomores drink.” 

• “Why do you want to lock up kids?!” 
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Questions? 



Adolescent Medicine 

Want more information? 

 

Inga Manskopf 

inga.manskopf@seattlechildrens.org 

 

 

www.PreventionWorksInSeattle.org 

www.PreventionWorksInSeattle.blogspot.com 

www.facebook.com/Prevention.WINS 

 

mailto:inga.manskopf@seattlechildrens.org
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.org/
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Prevention.WINS

